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Abstract 

The impact of classroom contact on second language acquisition (SLA) is examined in this research 

review, which highlights how important it is for fostering linguistic growth and student involvement. 

It examines a range of interactional patterns, such as peer and teacher-student interactions, and how 

well these support language acquisition. The paper emphasizes the need of meaningful 

communication in SLA by drawing on academic frameworks like interactionist viewpoin ts and 

sociocultural theory. It also tackles issues that affect interaction, such as student motivation and 

classroom dynamics. The results highlight the value of developing interactive settings to improve 

SLA results and offer teachers pedagogical ideas.  

Keywords: Classroom interaction, second language acquisition, language learning, communication, 

pedagogy, learner engagement.  

 

 

Introduction  
The role of classroom interaction in second language acquisition (SLA) is a critical area of study 

that has profound implications for educational practices and learner outcomes. As educators strive to 

create environments conducive to language learning, understanding the dynamics of classroom 

interactions becomes essential. This article reviews the impact of various interactional patterns, 

including peer interactions and teacher-student exchanges, on the process of language acquisition. 

Research indicates that such interactions are not merely supplementary; they are foundational to 

fostering linguistic growth and enhancing student engagement. 

Drawing upon established academic frameworks such as interactionist viewpoints 

(Rachmayani, 2015) and sociocultural theory (De Costa, P. I.2007), this review emphasizes the 

importance of meaningful communication in the language learning process. Interactionist perspectives 

highlight the necessity of negotiation of meaning and collaborative dialogue, while sociocultural theory 

situates language learning within social contexts that promote interaction. Additionally, this review 

addresses the factors that influence classroom dynamics, including student motivation (Ushioda, 2011) 

and the overall classroom environment (Mercer, 2016). 

The findings from this review underscore the necessity of developing interactive settings that 

enhance SLA outcomes, offering educators practical pedagogical strategies to optimize classroom 

interactions. As we explore the intricate relationships between interaction and language learning, it 

becomes evident that fostering a communicative classroom atmosphere is not only beneficial but 

essential for effective second language acquisition. 
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Methods  
To explore the impact of classroom interaction on second language acquisition (SLA), this 

literature review followed a straightforward process. First, we conducted a thorough search of academic 

databases like JSTOR, ERIC, and Google Scholar, focusing on studies published in the last twenty years. 

We used specific keywords such as "classroom interaction," "second language acquisition," and "peer 

interaction" to guide our search. 

Next, we selected studies that met certain criteria: they needed to directly address the 

relationship between classroom interaction and language learning and come from reputable sources. 

After gathering relevant articles, we extracted key information about different interactional patterns—

like peer conversations and teacher-student exchanges—and how these influence language acquisition. 

We then organized this information into themes to better understand the common insights across 

the studies. This approach allowed us to identify important factors, such as student motivation and 

classroom dynamics, that affect how interaction supports language learning. Throughout this process, 

we remained aware of the limitations of our review, recognizing that not all contexts and methodologies 

could be covered. Overall, this method aimed to provide a clear picture of how effective classroom 

interactions can enhance language learning experiences. 

 

Result and Discussion  
The review of the literature revealed several key findings regarding the role of classroom 

interaction in second language acquisition (SLA). One of the most significant insights is that peer 

interactions are crucial for language learning. Studies show that students who engage in conversations 

with their classmates often negotiate meaning, which not only clarifies their understanding but also 

boosts their confidence in using the language. This collaborative learning environment encourages 

experimentation with language, leading to improved vocabulary and grammatical skills (Swain, 2000). 
Teacher-student interactions also emerged as vital. When teachers facilitate open and supportive 

communication, they create a safe space for students to express themselves. Constructive feedback from 

teachers not only helps students correct errors but also reinforces their learning, making them more 

likely to participate actively in class (Mercer, 2016). The quality of these interactions significantly 

influences a student’s motivation to engage with the language, highlighting the teacher's role as a 

motivator and guide. 
Furthermore, the importance of motivation cannot be overstated. Research consistently 

indicates that students who feel motivated are more likely to engage in meaningful interactions 

(Ushioda, 2011). A supportive classroom environment, where students feel valued and encouraged, 

fosters this motivation. Interestingly, classroom dynamics—including the physical setup and social 

atmosphere—contribute to how interactions unfold. Classrooms that promote collaboration and 

interaction tend to facilitate better learning outcomes, suggesting that educators should consider both 

the layout and interpersonal relationships within the classroom (Tharp, Dalton & Yamauchi,2008). 
In summary, the findings emphasize that effective interaction—both among peers and between teachers 

and students—is essential for successful language acquisition. This underscores the need for educators 

to cultivate interactive and engaging classroom environments. By prioritizing meaningful 

communication and understanding the dynamics of their classrooms, teachers can significantly enhance 

the language learning experience for their students 

 

Conclusion  
This literature review underscores the critical importance of classroom interaction in facilitating 

second language acquisition (SLA). The evidence clearly shows that both peer and teacher-student 

interactions are vital for fostering meaningful communication and promoting linguistic development. 

Engaging in dialogue with classmates not only helps learners clarify their understanding but also boosts 

their confidence in using the language. Similarly, supportive and constructive interactions with teachers 

create a nurturing environment that encourages students to take risks and actively participate in their 

learning. 
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Additionally, the role of motivation and classroom dynamics cannot be overlooked. Students 

who feel valued and motivated are more likely to engage in meaningful interactions, which enhances 

their overall language-learning experience. As such, educators must focus on creating inclusive and 

collaborative classroom environments that support these interactions. 

Ultimately, by prioritizing meaningful communication and fostering positive relationships within the 

classroom, educators can significantly improve SLA outcomes for their students. This review serves as 

a reminder of the powerful impact that interactive and supportive learning environments can have on 

language acquisition. 
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