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Abstract

In a globalized world, effective language instruction is an imperative need. It must be comprehensive,
involving critical thinking, communication skills, and multicultural awareness in addition to linguistic
expertise. The combination of applied linguistics and language teaching has led to a revised definition
of language education, emphasizing the dynamic relationship between the two fields. The focus of this
article is to examine how the principles of applied linguistics can enhance the language teaching..
Using a qualitative methodology, the article delves into the viewpoints of language teachers and the
influence it has on the results of language teaching. The findings of this study highlight the potential
for more effective and culturally sensitive language education by capitalizing on the synergy between
applied linguistics and language teaching. The research underscores the transformative power of
applied linguistics, offering a nuanced perspective on how teachers can harness linguistic theories to
create engaging, learner-centered, and globally relevant language learning experiences. As language
education evolves in a rapidly changing world, the fusion of applied linguistics and teaching practices
is reshaping the future of language instruction, making it a more inclusive and effective endeavor for
diverse learners seeking to unlock the power of language.
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Introduction

The field of language teaching is dynamic, always changing to meet the demands of our more
globalized society as well as the changing needs of learners. Effective language teaching is not merely
about imparting linguistic knowledge; it is about fostering the practical application of language skills,
promoting intercultural understanding, and facilitating meaningful communication. English is by far
the most widely spoken language and has been taught as a foreign language in schools all over the
world, according to Broughton et al. (2003), cited in Tilfarlioglu (2020: 405).. Teachers who teach
languages have raised some concerns about this. Applied linguistics, a field at the intersection of
linguistics, psychology, and education, has drawn the attention of academics and teachers in an
attempt to meet these challenging objectives. Applied linguistics provides the theoretical
underpinnings and practical insights necessary to optimize language instruction and learning. In this
era of transformation in the field, this article explores the synergy between applied linguistics and
effective language teaching, examining how this collaboration enhances the language teaching
experience.

British applied linguists discovered in the 1960s that the audio-lingual approach was ineffective.
They believed that developing communication skills is far more crucial than mastering structural
knowledge. As a result, a novel approach called "Communicative Language Teaching" is created.
According to Hymes, as cited in Richards & Rodgers (2014), communicative language teaching is
built through linguistics theory of communication emphasizing on meaning.

According to Richards (2014:3), Throughout the history, language teaching methods had changed
several times due to the shift of view about the kind of proficiency students require as well as “the
changes in theories of the nature of language and of language learning”. These changes are
unquestionably essential to the linguistic aspects that impact the shift in perspective when choosing the
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appropriate teaching methods. In the part that follows, we will go into more detail on the connection
between linguistics and language teaching theory.

Scientists did not consider linguistics and teaching to be connected fields In the late of 19th
century. Lamendella (quoted in Meng, 2009), the field of language teaching requires applied
psychology rather than linguistics, and it was deemed a grave error to put linguistics as the basis of
language learning.The discipline of AL has typically been defined as "the theoretical and empirical
investigation of real-world problems in which language is a central issue" since the days of Pit Corder,
the founding father of British applied in the 1950s. The American Association of Applied Linguistics
(AAL) members similarly "promote principles approaches to language-related concerns.” As stated by
Vivian and Li (2009), the International Association of Applied Linguistics (AILA) is attached.

Applied linguistics is a cross-disciplinary domain focused on addressing real-world challenges
related to language and communication. It involves the identification, analysis, and resolution of
practical issues through the application of existing linguistic theories, methods, or findings.
Additionally, applied linguistics may contribute to the field by creating new theoretical and
methodological frameworks within linguistics to tackle these problems. As stated by Fauziati (2009:
07), the identification and analysis of specific class problems, including the establishment and
implementation of language programs, are addressed by applied linguistics.

Cited in Abdullah and Majid (2013: 540), Richards, J.C., and Lockhart, C. (1996) indicate that in
the field of education, areas in which adjustments are required can be more effectively identified by
teachers who have a deeper understanding of the nature of their instruction. In addition to Broughton
et al. (2003), cited in Tilfarlioglu (2020:405), English is by far the most widely spoken language and
has been taught as a foreign language in schools all over the world. This has raised some concerns
among educators who teach languages.

The field of applied linguistics acts as a link between language study and the actual teaching and
learning of language. It incorporates a wide range of linguistic theories and approaches into real-world
language learning situations. It helps teachers to make well-informed choices regarding curriculum
design, instructional strategies, and assessment techniques.

This article sets out to investigate the mutually beneficial relationship between applied linguistics
and effective language teaching. We will explore how psycholinguistic insights impact the creation of
useful language-learning resources, how linguistic theories shape the structure of language courses,
and how sociolinguistic viewpoints deepen our comprehension of the cultural aspects of language
acquisition. Applied linguistics' growing toolkit enables teachers to adapt their teaching methods to a
wide range of learner populations, fostering an inclusive and equitable learning environment.

As we proceed through this exploration, it becomes evident that applied linguistics is not merely a
theoretical framework but a living, dynamic entity that evolves alongside the ever-shifting landscape
of language teaching and learning. Come along as we explore together how applied linguistics and
language instruction work together to shape language education's future, improve learners' and
teachers' experiences, and ultimately increase the efficacy of language learning in today's globalized
society.

Methods

1. Research Design
This study uses a qualitative research design to investigate the synergy between applied
linguistics and effective language teaching. The researcher chose descriptive qualitative research.
The data would be provided by the researcher through narrative description. According to
Creswell (2012), the field study of the phenomenon and the acquisition of information from
participants through exploration characterize qualitative research.

2. Data Collection
This study uses semi-structured interviews with english teachers. The informants of the research
were the English teacher of SDS Alam Qu Ainur Rahmah Pasaman Barat. The informants were 2
teachers at that school that were consist of one male teacher and one female teacher. These
interviews explore the teacher's experiences, perspectives, and practices in incorporating applied
linguistics principles into their teaching.
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3. Data Analysis

According to James Dean Brown (1995), individuals can use interviews to gather personal
responses and views privately about a certain topic. In this research, the use of a semi-structured
interview would be employed, wherein all questions could be freely posed to the interviewee, yet
a script would still be utilized as a guideline. Sugiono (2010:246) stated that the data would be
analyzed using several steps. First, data collection was undertaken, where the data obtained
through observation and interviews to identify the factors causing students' speaking anxiety was
gathered by the researcher. Second, data reduction was implemented, wherein all the necessary
data was summarized. The process of data reduction involved selecting, focusing, simplifying,
abstracting, and transforming the data obtained in the field by the researcher.

Result and Discussion

The results of this research reveal a complex and dynamic relationship between applied
linguistics and effective language teaching. Interviews with teachers underscore the significance of
linguistic theories in shaping pedagogical practices. It becomes evident that applied linguistics
principles provide teachers with a robust framework to design curriculum, select teaching materials,
and develop instructional strategies that enhance language learning outcomes.

Applied Linguistics for Effective Language Teaching

Interviewee Applied Linguistics for Effective Language Teaching
PAS Applied linguistics provides a scientific understanding
(Interviewee 1) of how language works and how it's learned. It enables
teachers to design more effective teaching strategies by
drawing on research in linguistics, psychology, and
education. By understanding the complexities of
language acquisition, teachers can tailor their methods
to suit learners' needs.

SS Language teaching goes beyond grammar and
(Interviewee 2) vocabulary; it includes cultural aspects. Applied
linguistics  helps  teachers incorporate  cultural
competence into language lessons, fostering an
appreciation for diverse perspectives and improving
intercultural communication skills. Applied linguistics
also offers language teachers opportunities for
professional development. Staying informed about the
latest research findings and pedagogical approaches
allows teachers to refine their teaching methods and
adapt to evolving language learning trends.

Survey data from teachers show the synergy of applied linguistics for language teaching.
Teachers who incorporate linguistic theories into their teaching methods report higher learner
engagement and better language learning outcomes. Learners exposed to these methods perceive
language learning as more meaningful and contextually relevant.

However, the study also points to potential challenges and variations in the application of applied
linguistics in language teaching. The extent to which teachers incorporate applied linguistics principles
can vary widely, and there is a need for professional development to bridge this gap. Additionally, the
study highlights the importance of a learner-centered approach and the role of cultural awareness in
effective language teaching.

Conclusion

Synergizing applied linguistics for effective language teaching is a dynamic and evolving
partnership that holds great promise for the future of language education. By embracing the theoretical
insights and practical applications of applied linguistics, teachers can create more effective and
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engaging language learning experiences. This research offers insights into how teachers can harness
the power of applied linguistics to optimize language teaching, enriching the language learning
journey for learners of diverse backgrounds and goals.
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